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HE unusual nature of this new creation from

Datsun — it is a sports car — demands not only
a comprehensive review but because the category
is one where facts and figures are viewed critically,
one set to exacting standards.

Truly there is nothing unusual about a new sports
car as such but there is about a sports car from
Japan.

Much of the old world’s motor industry was born in an
era of motor sport extravaganzas such as the Paris-Madrid
race and even early American auto companies had their racing
specials, for example the Ford ¢999”.

Thus began a heritage steeped in competitive motor sport

6—Australian Motor Manual—]January, 1964

for the very fine sports models — “Spitfire”, “Sting-ray” and
so on — of today.

Japan’s motor industry had no such beginnings. Until
recent times the development of a comprehensive range
of three-wheeled light commercials and conventional heavy
duty trucks and buses provided the major source of ex-
perience for its designers and management.

Passenger cars were fewer and mainly of the “baby”
Austin class or smaller though even pre-war Nissan pro-
duced a six-cylinder, medium-sized sedan not unlike a
Graham.

Experience on which to base a sports car design was
virtually non-existent.

_ The Datsun “Fairlady” 1500 sports roadster whilst not the
first Japanese designed and built sports car, is the first to
be marketed in Australia.

Road Test -

~ Reported by Lance Lowe with
car by courtesy of Arnold Glass
and Capitol Motors.

As with other Datsun models much
is owed — in the mechanical sphere
— to the manufacturer’s contact with
the Austin Motor Company and : the
body silhouette is decidedly “MG-B”.

The result, naturally enough, is a
very “western” vehicle and though it
differs in detail its “Austin affinity”
is sufficient to promote a feeling that
this could be a drum-braked, 1% litre
Austin-Healey, if such a car existed.

The test car was kindly provided
at virtually a moment’s notice by the
New Scuth Wales distributors, Capi-
tol Motors Pty. Ltd., who therefore
had no opportunity of pre-test pre-
paration. :

The Fairlady’s 1488 c.c. four cylin-
der power plant is a conventional front-
mounted, water-cooled, in-line, pushrod
operated overhead valve unit ‘of “over-
square” bore and stroke dimensions.



GOOD PERFORMANCE

It develops 85 brake horse
power at 5600 r.p.m. and 92
1b./ft of torque at 4400 r.p.m.
giving the 173 cwt. vehicle a
very good performance.

Top speed is 95 miles an
hour, hood erected, and accel-
eration from 0 to 50 m.p.h
takes 8.9 seconds. The car is

pleasant to drive in traffic and
pulls lustily from 20 m.p.h. in
fourth gear.

with

THE FLASH FAIRLADY

It cruises peacefully at 70 m.p.h. (4000 r.p.m.) on open
highways with plenty of power in reserve.

PREMIUM FUEL

Compression ratio is nine to one and once warm the
engine pings considerably on super grade petrol. Use of
an additive to inhibit this is advisable and would increase
performance.

Hood down, a maximum speed of 100 m.p.h. should then
be possible.

ﬁuel consumption averaged an economical 30 miles per
gallon.

Except for a secluded starter motor, accessibility of the
engine and ancillaries is good.

Clutch operation calls for strong pedal pressure. However
the clutch is particularly smooth in action. Slip can be in-
duced by over fast gear changing.

The gearbox is robust and its four forward ratios spaced
to provide an even {:mgress from zero to maximum speed.
First gear does not have synchromesh, but isn’t difficult to
engage at slow speed.

The gear lever is conveniently placed and the gate pattern
normal with reverse beside fourth.

At high engine revolutions the lever adopts an annoying
vibration and the synchromesh on second and third gears
can be beaten by exceptionally fast lever movement.

Unfortunately the throttles of the twin Hitachi (SU style)
carburettors tended to stick, partially open and this may have
prevented clean, fast down changes. It must be remembered
that no pre-test check and preparation was carried out.

Footbrake performance is quite good though fairly high
pedal pressure is required. No fade was experienced and the
wheels resisted locking on dry sealed road. When applied
heavily at high speed the brakes were uneven.

Hydraulically operated on 9-inch drums they comprise two
leading shoes at the front and leading and trailing shoes at
the rear.

The mechanical handbrake is commendably efficient.

GOOD HANDLING

The Fairlady has cam and lever steering gear (14.8 to 1).
This gives good control but the steering wheel is inclined to
vibrate when travelling over irregular surfaces and transmits
wheel shock from severe potholes.

It is a little heavier than is normal on very slow corners.

The suspension comprises independent coil springs at the
front and semi-elliptic leaf sﬁnngs at the rear. All are
damped by tubular hydraulic shock-absorbers and there is a
torsion anti-sway bar at the front.

The system produces a comfortable ride, stability and ex-
cellent roadholding.

TOP: Somewhat similar to the MG-B, the Fairlady has trim
lines. CENTRE: Racing type wheel sets off the neat facia.
BOTTOM: The rugged engine looks attracive in its airy berth.

Australian Motor Manual—January, 1964—7



DATSUN
DASH

Excitement, Verve. . . call it what you
may, it's the New Datsun FAIRLADY!

other

litre beauty from Japan
trounced all

13
85 h.p. OHV in-line engine with a cubic capacity

This
The Datsun Fairlady

cars in the up to 2500cc class at this year's Japanese Sports Grand Prix — she's looded with
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Manufactured by the Nissan Motor Company, Tokyo, Japan.
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Deep potholes cause the rear suspension to “bottom” and
as the seat cushions are not over thickly padded this is some-
times passed on to the occupants.

However the more important aspects of the suspension give
no cause for criticism. The car remains level on corners and
handles particularly well.

Slides develop progressively and application of correction
brings a well-mannered response.

Headlight beams provide adequate illumination for fast
touring. One fog-light was inoperative and the other’s beam
seemed rather weak.

The windscreen wipers leave a large unswept vee in the
centre of the screen. Windscreen washers are standard equip-
ment.

THE FACTS ON THIS
FIERY FAIRLADY

DATSUN TRIUMPH MG-B  TRIUMPH
‘Fairlady’ Spitfire TR4
Prices (incl. Sales Tax]) ... £1265 £1070 £1365 £1627
Fuel economy 30 36.4 25 22

PERFORMANCE BY COMPARISON

MOTOR MANUAL ROAD TEST

DATSUN “Fairlady”, 1500 Sports Roadster

DATSUN TRIUMPH MG-B TRIUMPH
“FAIRLADY"  SPITFIRE TR4
Power to accelerate
Through gears—0-30 ... wee e 4.0 secs. 5.0 secs. 4.4 secs. 3.7 secs.
0-40 e Ly v 6.8 secs. 7.7 secs. 5.6 secs. 5.8 secs.
0-50 prern SN v B.9 secs.  10.4 secs. 8.9 secs. 7.5 secs.
0-60 o ST T 13.6 secs. 167 secs. 12.4 secs. 10.6 secs.
Max. spead in gears:
First A 2 . 22 m.p.h. 24 m.p.h. 26 m.p.h. 30 m.p.h.
Second 44 m.p.h. 42 m.p.h. 45 m.p.h. 50 m.p.h.
Third 70 m.p.h. 66 m.p.h. 73 m.p.h. 77 m.p.h.
Max. TOP i e e P8 MIpR 92 m.p.h. 99 mp.h. 105 m.p.h.
Acceleraticn from constant speads in high gears.
10 to 30 m.p.h.—3rd gear ... 8.0 secs. B.6 secs. 6.5 secs.
20 to 40 m.p.h.~—4th gear ... 11.0 secs. 13.] secs, 9.5 secs.
30 to 50 m.p,h.—4th gear 11.8 secs. 13.4 secs. B.6 secs.
40 to 60 m.p.h.—4th gear 11.6 secs. 13.5 secs. 8.7 secs. 10.0 secs.
50 to 70 m.p.h.—4th gear . 12,2 secs. 16.0 secs. 10.0 secs. 10.6 secs,
Standing + mile 4. T . 20.6 secs. 18.3 secs.
Powe:/Weight ratio 23.4 |b. 24.9 Ib. 21.3 |b. 22.4 Ib.
per. bh.p. per. b.hp. per. b.h.p.  per b.h.p.
Max, brake horsepower .. .. 85 @ 63 @ 94 @ 100 @
5.600 r.p.m. 5,750 r.p.m. 5,500 r.p.m. 4,600 r.p.m.
Turning circle 32’ 24’ 32 33
Turns of steering wheel, lock to lock 2-2/3 34 2.9 2}

Optional extros in the range. Mechanical options, none. Other extras, efc.,
llI'.Ill.lll.IlllllI-..l..ll..IllCIlllllIllll..llIl.llIIlI.IIIIII...IIII.IIII.II..I

HOOD ERECTION

The Fairlady is quite rugged struc-

turally, being built on a separate
pressed  steel box-section = X-braced
chassis.

Its doors are large, giving relatively
easy access to the front seats and it has
a roomy luggage trunk by sports car
standards

The covered spare wheel is mounted
horizontally on the floor leaving about
five cubic feet for soft bags.

The hood is of heavy weight black
canvas which should be long wearing.
No rain fell during the test so its water-
proofing was not checked.

radio, heater.

The hood frame consists of a quite
complicated set of bows and linkages
and takes a few minutes to erect single-
handed. !

The hood is pleasantly sha and
there is sufficient head-room for most
drivers.

The hood material flaps a little on the
bows at speed but noise level is not high
for a soft-top car.

Furthermore, the engine is mechanical-
ly quiet and though the exhaust note is
“interesting” it is not annoying.

The doors have wind-up glass win-
dows and fixed quarter-lights and the
rear window is a deep plastic panel
with triangular subsidiaries at its ex-
tremities thus visibility is generally very

Front and rear floors are carpeted and
there is no durable insert at the driver's
heels.

The cockpit is of the familiar sports
car layout with the driver conveniently
disposed in relation to instruments and
controls.

Seat adjustment allows alteration to
suit all sizes.

The fascia is not padded though the
top and instrument area are covered by
non-reflecting black P.V.C. similar to
the interior trim.

The instruments are directly ahead of
the steering wheel which among other
things, is occasionally reflected in their
glasses.

They are 34 inches in diameter and
comprise clock, speedometer, tachometer
and a composite unit including fuel and
heat gauges and oil and ignition warn-
ing lights.

SIMPLE CONTROLS

Purists will lament the absence of oil
pressure and tem ture instruments
and an ammeter, but at least the in-
struments supplied are clearly calibrated
in white on a black base and are accur-
ate.

All controls are easily identified by
lettering: “C” for choke; “CL" for cigar-
ette lighter, etc. and there are individual
ventilation controls for driver and pas-
senger.

Door pulls are near the bottom of
the doors in a most accessible position.

The rear seat, also of the bucket
variety, though smaller than the front
ones, faces to the left side and could
be used by an adult on short runs. Be-
ware of a neckache if you use it and
insist on looking out through the wind-
screen.

There is a handy-sized glove box and
beside it a solid passenger’s grab handle
which could be very damaging in an ac-
cident.

Absence of limiting stops allows the
passenger’s seat squab to hit the fascia
when moved to permit entry to the rear
and if the passenger's seat is set at the
rearmost point of its adjustment the
squab hits the windscreen washer knob.

Despite a few criticisms, none of
them arising from insurmountable prob-
lems, the Datsun “Fairlady” is a sports
car of pleasant character and alert per-
formance.

Its external finish is very good and
interior only slightly less so

At £1265 including sales tax it will
he a stront competitor for those in its
class and certain to gain a sizeable fol-
lowing.
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HOW WE RATE THE DATSUN SPORTS
SCORE CHART

SPECIFICATIONS

4 cylinders, capacity 1488 cc. Bore 80 m.m. x streke
DATSUN TRIUMPH MG-B TRIUMPH 74 m.m. Develops 85 b.h.p. at 5,600 rp.m. Compressicn
“FAIRLADY" SPITEIRE TR4 ratio 9.0 : 1.
Sfyling ............ 9 9 10 8 Transmission, 4-speed gear box. Ratios, 1st 3.515, 2nd 2.140,
Bodywork ... .. 8 8 9 8 3rd 1.328, 4th 1.00.
Instruments ... ... 8 7 8 9 e Brc:kcles: Ffloznzf 9" drums. Rear 9" ?ruin:sl; TTC.;?\JU GC;QG
el T per t Jcen 5 1 -
Rld'lng comfort ... 7 8 9 8 ”mcesgen;n;,o mphsquure ins. per ton [unladen], stopping dis
Driving pos:mon """ ? ? g 89 Dimensions: Wheel baose 7 ft. & in. length 12 ft. 11} ins.
Boot CCIPGC!fy B 8 8 Width 4 ft. 11 ins. Height 4 ft. 2 ins. Track, Front 4 ft. Rear
Spare tyre position 8 8 8 8 3 ft. 11 ins. Ground clearance 6.3 ins. Weight 173 cwt.
Max. speed ... .. 8 8 9 10 Turning circle 32 f. Tank capacity 9 galls. Tyre size 5.60 x 13.
Acceleration ... 8 7 9 Q9 Seating: Front seat width 1 ft. & ins. (Bucket type). Rear
Braking o Lot e 8 9 9 Q seat width: 1 ft. 2% ins. Upholstery: Black P.V.C.
Roudho[ding ‘‘‘‘ 9 9 9 9 Controls etc.: Pendant pedals. Key start. Steering column mounted blinker
TUﬂ"IiI"’Ig circle ... 8 9 8 8 I;-w:__l !}-lorn bu;'tonT onlsmurzgllc:-\;‘fr;enl _hli-b. Pullout choke control and
eadlight switch. loggle ma ig swifch
ﬁegréchunge """ g ]g g g Instrumentation: Clock, Speedometer, Tachometer, Fuel gouge, Heat gauge
AL I N M - leviae d. ter: Trip Meter — . Fuel gouge — Oil and ignition:
Steerin 8 9 9 9 sp.’\-::r‘:::; li;lhp!: —ee;es_ Fiz‘:hlngueluu?‘:?:-nm; |’:;?‘.!ﬁ ::u.'.
e Windscreen wipers: Electric. Single Speed. Seporate Arcs
Other Fittings: Fog lights, bumper bar over-riders, safety belt anchorages,
RACE WINNER external rear vision mirror, windshield woshers, full wheel discs
Datsun Fairlady won the sports car event in Japan R chuion) | llahtvt N Glove: Box: yes, Dosi pullss: 8
fy 1 suk y y - Heati d demisting: No; Map pockets: yes; Ashtroys, rroni: yes;
Grand Prix in May at the new Suzuka Cn}cmt Ra_ce Hack g okl dclanteting S Moy Map  pockts, yes; Ashimys, erones et
1 2 7 Mo, Rear: No; Cigarette lighter: ss; Others: Fresh air controls: yes;
way, Tofcyo: The 'Fmr!ady outpaced 18 other foreign hloj Baan ey iocimtie: iahien ves, Otherss Fresh oif o
and domestic cars in the B2 class for cars with 1300 c.c. iy
to 2500 c.c. displacement, covering 15 laps in 49.4 Starting handle supplied: No; Self-supporting bonner: No; Self-sup-
. . . . sorting boot lid: No; Reversing light: yes; Jack provided: yes; Automatic
minutes for an 109.7 kilo.p.h. average. Time of Fair- Boot Tight: Mo; Layback seats: No; Automatic engine trouble light: No;
8 Self Qk : wi Toolkit comprises: Pliers, Plug spanner
lady was 6.2 secs. faster than the second car —a TR4. st i tess WHoal bitcs; Jaek. compriseas: Fles, - Elog: Rpanng

OUR CONCLUSIONS:

F

Special Features:
Individual ventilation. Side-facing third seat. Fog lamps. Door pulls.
Debatable Items:
Thin seat padding. Map light location. Needs high octane fuel.
No synchromesh on 1st gear.
Good Points:
Driving position. Handling. Equipment. Economy.
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THIS CAN SAVE YOUR LIFE "ADHERETTES” SUN VISORS

Plastic strip 5" x 50" (green) or 43" x 54" (blue). Stick jndeﬁnirely on clean windscreens ¥ Fit any car
% Self sticking % No glue or tapes % Suction only # Can be used over and over ¥ Low cost.

Get your "'Adherettes” Sun Visor from your regular supplier or

John Scammell & Co. Ltd., 203 Rundle 5t., Adelaide
Ria Trading Co., 399 Little Collins 5t., Melbourne
Dobson's Sales Agency, 118 Murray St., Hobart, Tasmania
Henry Engineering Pty. Ltd., 76 Lakemba St., Belmore, Sydney
C. M. and R. Parkinson, Box 191, P.O., Broadway, Brisbane, Q'ld.
Agent wanted for Western Australia
Manufactured by “Adherettes”, 446 Flinders St., Melbourne,
manufacturers of self-adherent letters, figures, signs, efc.

Highest trade-ins offered at . . .

SHEARBROOK MOTORS PTY. LTD.

DATSUN DEALERS

St. George and Sutherland Shire
Free road service to anybody purchasing our vehicles (A.H. 54-9211)
SHOWROOMS: 598 Princes Highway, Rockdale — Phone 59-6616
and 108 Forest Road, Hurstville — Phone 57-2142
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